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Letters from the . ..

President Editors

Dear NYS CEC Members, Dear Members,

| feel that this is a new beginning for NYS CEC. Along with seis this latest issue @xceptional Individualgoes to press, we

eral new Board Members, NYS CEC is going through changesaonot help but reflect on the many issues impacting our success

better support our members and chapters. | want to thank Mag&eaching students with exceptional needs. In this isskE&-of

ret McLane, Past President, for her guidance and support thraeghional Individualsauthors of two articles (see DeSimone, p.

this transition. Margaret surveyed our members last year, andlweand Brown & Brito, p. 8) discuss concerns and best practices

are using the results from this survey as a guide for improvingvhen educating students with disabilities in inclusive settings, at

NYS CEC. Based on your input, our Executive Board has beethe preschool and secondary levels. Their research highlights the

meeting to develop the 2008 conference. In October 2008, waneed for increased professional development and the addition of

will be celebrating our 35th anniversary as an organization! more innovative classroom adaptations to assist with inclusion.
Unfortunately, research findings and recommendations such as

We are also revising our website in order to bring you more ctinese may become increasingly difficult to execute as funding for

rent information about NYS CEC, chapters in NYS, and NatiohaDEA r emai ns uncertain (see Joe

CEC information. We hope to hatxceptional Individual¢El) t hi s i ssue). Since Joel Mittler

available on this website as well. If you have any suggestiongfari | ed t o override the Presider

other information that you would like to see on our website, propriations bill. As a result of this, increases in funding for

please email them to me dtdubos@cnr.eduand | will forward IDEA programs could be cut. Despite the uncertain nature of

them to our website coordinator. future IDEA funding levels, we are encouraged by the spirit and
dedication ofspecial educators in New York State. As you read

In our hope to communicate more effectively with our membethrough the pages of this issuekdf we hope that you find inspi-

we will be asking our Regional Representatives to become beatiion from the many teachers across the State who are busy at-

acquainted with chapters. | recently heard from Chapter 615 (murding workshops, holding book fairs, writing to pen pals, plan-

largest membership chapter) and hope to attend one of their anng dancea-thons, participating in wheelchair basketball tourna-

nuall events. Il 6m aski ng e a eéntsorleeepthkeng thetPolarPlonget act your Regi
Representative and |l et him/ her know whatés happening in yo
chapter. If you need assistance, we are here to help you in cobrgiu have moved or changed your address or affiliation, please
nating events or helping with membership. contact national CEC. CEC headquarters keeps all of the records

and sends us mailing labels several times a year. We do not have

We have recently heard from several new or reactivating studantay to update this list. Our apologies if you have not received
chapters throughout t he st atopiesofExcdptionaklndiwiduals. ng t o have new s
members as they represent the future of special education in New
York State. For those of you who have been a part of CEC antlhe editors aEl wish you a joyful and healthy holiday season
special education for many years, please consider mentoring and Happy New Year!
student chapter on your campus as a CEC advisor. You can ob-
tain a membership kit or reactivation kit through National CEC.

, , N Fondly,
On a sad note, | have just received the resignation of Bruce Sad-
dler. Bruce was recently elected to the position of President

Elect. He will be missed. Sharon, Elizabeth, Shannon, Holly, and Lisa

In the next issue dEl, we will be calling for nominations for
upcoming elections. We encourage you to join our Board.

| 6m | ooking forward to a wonderful year of change and new
lenges. | hope to see many of you at the 2008 NYS CEC confer-
ence and look forward to working with you and your chapters.

Sincerely,

Laurie
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